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Finalists in 13 Categories Announced for 19th Annual SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards 

 

Comedian Brooke Van Poppelen to host Awards ceremony 

 

Baratunde Thurston to be inducted in SXSW Interactive Hall of Fame 

 

February 2, 2016, Austin, TX—The South by Southwest® (SXSW®) Interactive Festival today 
announced 65 finalists for its 19thannual SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards, taking place on 
Tuesday, March 15 at 7:00 p.m. CDT at the Hilton Austin Downtown (Grand Ballroom, 6th Floor). 
Emceed by comic, actress, writer and life-hacker Brooke Van Poppelen, along with special guest 
Julian Velard, the SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards celebrates the most inspiring and creative 
innovations in the connected world. This event is open to all SXSW Interactive, Gold and Platinum 
badgeholders.  
 

Beyond the Awards ceremony, this year marks the first time that finalists have the opportunity to 
exhibit and demo their work at the Interactive Innovation Awards Finalist Showcase on Monday, 
March 14 from 12-3 p.m CDT. at the Hilton Austin Downtown (Salon C, 4th Floor). The Finalist 
Showcase offers SXSW Interactive, Gold and Platinum badgeholders a first look at the most 
exciting tech developments, including achievements in digital design, health technology, privacy 
and security, 3D printing, virtual and augmented reality, plus a chance to place their votes for the 
People’s Choice Award.  
 

“Each year, we are blown away by the caliber of the Interactive Innovation Awards finalists. This 
year, we’ll get to share that excitement with SXSW Interactive attendees through the exhibitions 
and demos at the Finalist Showcase,” said Mason Stewart, SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards 
Coordinator. “Not only are we celebrating the best and brightest in innovation, we’re putting the 
tangible achievements in front of a broad audience via the Finalist Showcase. We think this new 
platform will leave SXSW registrants event more inspired to embark on their own innovation 
journeys.”  
 

A panel of judges comprised of industry peers and experts reviewed over 550 applications to 
determine this year’s finalists. The first round of the evaluation process included the Interactive 
Innovation Awards Gadget Fair, allowing judges to test and evaluate hardware and physical device 
entries. Each entry was graded on four criteria: creativity, form, function and overall experience. In 
a second round of voting, judges will determine the winner of all 13 categories and special honors, 
except for the People’s Choice Award. Anyone with a SXSW Interactive, Gold and Platinum badge 
can vote on the People’s Choice Award at the Finalist Showcase on Monday, March 14.   
 

The SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards will reveal winners in each of the 13 categories plus six 
additional honors, including: Best of Show, People’s Choice, Breakout Trend of the Event, Speaker 
of the Event and Meme of the Year. The ceremony will also include the induction of Baratunde 
Thurston into the SXSW Interactive Hall of Fame. Baratunde is a bestselling author, activist, 
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comedian, entrepreneur, and most recently, supervising producer at The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah, but also a longtime SXSW attendee and speaker. 
 

NYC-based comedian and actress Brooke Van Poppelen will host this year’s Innovation Awards 
Ceremony with special guest, singer songwriter, Julian Velard. Previous hosts include James 
Adomian, Jessica Chobot, Aisha Tyler, Jenny Slate and Gabe Liedman, Chris Hardwick, Doug 
Benson, Baratunde Thurston, Eugene Mirman, Ze Frank, Laura Swisher, and John Halcyon Styn. 
 

The 2016 SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards Finalists include:  
 

HEALTH, MED & BIOTECH 

Awarded for the new technology that best improves the quality, efficacy, and cost-effectiveness of 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care in health and medicine 

 • The Brain Power System by Brain Power (Cambridge, Ma) 
 • DESKGEN by Desktop Genetics (London, UK) 
 • DNA Tinker Studio by Synbiota Inc. (Toronto, ON) 
 • EpiWatch by THREAD & Johns Hopkins University (Tustin, CA & Baltimore, MD) 

 • Nima by 6SensorLabs (San Francisco, CA) 
 

INNOVATION IN CONNECTING PEOPLE 

Awarded for the best new way to connect and communicate with others 

• The Brain Power System by Brain Power (Cambridge, Ma) 
 • Don's Voice by Not Impossible (Los Angeles, CA ) 
 • GetTheMayor.com by GetTheMayor.com (Heidelberg Baden-Württemberg, DEU) 
 • Hackaball by Made by Many (London) 

 • Open Sesame! by Sesame Enable (Kfar Sava, ISR) 
 

INNOVATIVE 3-DIY 

Awarded for making 3D printing technology more accessible or affordable, or to the Maker using 
such technology in new and exciting ways 

• Form 2 by Formlabs (Somerville, MA) 
 • Proto BuildBar by Real Art (New York, NY) 
 • Respere™ by Metamason (Pasadena CA) 
 • Ultimaker2 Go and Ultimaker2 Extended by Ultimaker (Geldermalsen, NLD) 
 • Wevolver by Wevolver (London, UK) 
 

MUSIC & AUDIO INNOVATION 

Awarded for 2015’s best device or service that changes and improves the way we listen to and 
enjoy music 

• DELQA by Listen (New York, NY) 
 • Here Active Listening System by Doppler Labs (San Francisco, CA) 
 • LISNR - Made in America Music Festival by LISNR (Cincinnati, OH) 
 • Pulse Solo by Sengled USA (Alpharetta, GA) 
 • Trackd by Trackd Music (London & New York) 
 

NEW ECONOMY 

Awarded to those redefining the exchange of goods and services, from the sharing economy, to 
virtual currency, to micro-finance, to mobile-device-payment systems and beyond 

• Fairphone 2 by Fairphone (Amsterdam, NLD) 
 • The Food Corridor by The Food Corridor (Fort Collins, CO) 
 • ShareTheMeal by UN World Food Programme (Rome, ITA) 

http://www.brain-power.com/
https://deskgen.com/
https://tinker.synbiota.com/
http://hellothread.com/understanding-epilepsy-with-researchkit-epiwatch-app
http://www.nimasensor.com/
http://www.brain-power.com/
http://www.notimpossiblenow.com/labs/dons-voice
http://www.getthemayor.com/?lang=EN
http://www.hackaball.com/
http://www.sesame-enable.com/phone
http://formlabs.com/products/3d-printers/form-2
http://www.protobuildbar.com/
http://www.metamason.com/
http://ultimaker.com/
http://www.wevolver.com/
http://www.wearelisten.com/delqa
http://www.hereplus.me/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTSBACklxfo
http://www.sengled.com/product/pulse-solo
http://trackdmusic.com/
http://www.fairphone.com/
http://www.thefoodcorridor.com/
https://sharethemeal.org/en/
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 • Wevolver by Wevolver (London, UK) 
 • Robinhood by Robinhood (Palo Alto, CA) 
 

PRIVACY & SECURITY 

Awarded for 2015’s most progressive accomplishment in the way we go about securing our data 
and ensuring our privacy 

• Adblock Fast by Rocketship (Palo Alto, CA) 
 • CylancePROTECT  by Cylance Inc. (Irvine, CA) 
 • Peeple by Buiding 10 Technology, Inc. (Austin, TX) 
 • SUPERNERDS - A Night of Surveillance by gebrueder beetz filmproduktion / WDR / 
Schauspiel Köln (Cologne, Germany) 

 • Torch, Let it Shine. by Torch (Chattanooga, TN) 
 

RESPONSIVE DESIGN 

Awarded for excellent digital design, creating the best-integrated interaction in terms of content, 
aesthetics, and functionality 

• BB-8 by Sphero by Sphero (Boulder, CO) 
 • Breakthrough by Neo-Pangea (West Reading, PA) 
 • Caress of the Gaze by USC/Autodesk (Venice, CA) 
 • Longwood Gardens: New Heights by Bluecadet (Philadelphia, PA) 

• Science Friday Website by Bluecadet (Philadelphia, PA) 
 

SCIFI NO LONGER 

Awarded for the coolest scientific achievement or discovery that before 2015 was only possible in 
science fiction 

• DESKGEN by Desktop Genetics (London) 
 • Here Active Listening System by Doppler Labs (San Francisco, CA) 
 • IKEA Wireless Charging Furniture by IKEA + Veryday (Stockholm, SWE) 
 • Lily Camera by Lily (San Francisco, CA) 

• Orig3n by Orig3n, Inc. (Boston, MA) 
 

SMART CITIES 

Awarded for innovations in eco-friendly or sustainable energy, transportation, and IoT technology, 
making life in the connected world a smarter, cleaner, greener, and more efficient Internet of 
Everything 

• GetTheMayor.com by GetTheMayor.com (Heidelberg Baden-Württemberg, DEU) 
 • KASITA by Kasita LLC (Austin, TX) 

 • Placemeter by Placemeter (New York, NY) 
 • View Intelligence 2.0 by View (Milpitas, CA) 

• The XperCount by Xpertsea (Quebec, QC) 
 

STUDENT INNOVATION 

Awarded to the student with an exceptional interactive technology project or startup; both of which 
are the future 

• Backslash by NYU-ITP (Brooklyn, NY) 

 • Plant-like Robot by Ji Won Jun (Mountain View, CA) 
 • Physiclo by Physiclo LLC (Manhattan, NY) 

 • Watch Dogs by Jay Hong, Sangli Li (Redondo Beach, CA) 
• What is Home? by Studio 20 - NYU (New York, NY) 

 

VISUAL MEDIA EXPERIENCE 

http://www.wevolver.com/
http://robinhood.com/
http://adblockfast.com/
http://www.cylance.com/products/protect/
http://peeple.io/
http://www.gebrueder-beetz.de/en/produktionen/supernerds-en
https://mytorch.com/
http://www.sphero.com/starwars
http://breakthrough.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.behnazfarahi.com/204244/7618948/gallery/caress-of-the-gaze
http://newheights.longwoodgardens.org/
http://sciencefriday.com/
https://deskgen.com/
http://www.hereplus.me/
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/categories/departments/wireless_charging/
http://www.lily.camera/
http://www.orig3n.com/
http://www.getthemayor.com/?lang=EN
http://kasita.com/
http://www.placemeter.com/
http://viewglass.com/blog/introducing-view-intelligence-2.0/
http://www.xpertsea.com/
http://backslash.cc/
http://jiwonjun.com/1-Intro-to-Plant-like-Robot
http://www.physiclo.com/
http://watchdog.design/
http://whatishome.nyc/
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Awarded for content creation and delivery that moves beyond passive viewership by providing a 
more immersive and engaging entertainment experience 

• Collect & Connect by Flightless (Mount Maunganui, NZL) 
 • The Fallen of World War II by Neil Halloran (Philadelphia, PA) 
 • HELP by Google Spotlight Stories / Bullitt / The Mill (Various) 
 • The Last Hours of Laura K by BBC (London, UK) 

• LUMO by Lumo Interactive (Winnipeg, MB) 
 

VR & AR  
Awarded for breakthroughs in augmented reality & virtual reality technology including the 
application of new hardware or software which truly make the Virtual a reality 

• Milbox Touch by WHITE Inc. (Tokyo, JPN) 
 • Mill Stitch by The Mill (Various) 
 • The Surrogate by Peter Flaherty, Logan Brown, & VR Playhouse (Los Angeles, CA) 
 • OZO by Nokia Technologies (Sunnyvale, CA) 

• Project Syria by Emblematic Group (Santa Monica, CA) 
 

WEARABLE TECH 

Awarded for the new hardware that revolutionizes the convenience, comfort, functionality, 
efficiency, and fashion of having a device literally “on you” 

• The Brain Power System by Brain Power (Cambridge, Ma) 
 • Here Active Listening System by Doppler Labs (San Francisco, CA) 
 • Quell® Wearable Pain Relief Technology™ by NeuroMetrix, Inc. (Waltham, MA) 
 • Thync by Thync (Los Gatos, CA) 

• Vivi by Method/Global Logic (London, UK) 
 

The list of winners from the 2015 competition can be found here. 
 

The SXSW Interactive Innovation Awards ceremony and Finalist Showcase is open to all SXSW 
Interactive, Gold, and Platinum badgeholders. Accredited media are invited to attend the SXSW 
Interactive Innovation Awards and Interactive Innovation Awards Finalist Showcase. The deadline 
to apply for press credentials is Wednesday, February 10, 2016. All journalists must be on 
assignment with a media outlet in order to be considered. 
 

About SXSW Interactive 

 

The 23rd annual SXSW® Interactive Festival returns to Austin from Friday, March 11 through 
Tuesday, March 15. An incubator of cutting-edge technologies and digital creativity, the 2016 event 
features five days of compelling presentations and panels from the brightest minds in emerging 
technology, scores of exciting networking events hosted by industry leaders and an unbeatable 
lineup of special programs showcasing the best new websites, video games and startup ideas the 
community has to offer. From hands-on training to big-picture analysis of the future, SXSW 
Interactive has become the place to discover the technology of tomorrow today. 
 

Join us in March 2016 for the sessions, the networking, the special events, the 18th Annual SXSW 
Interactive Innovation Awards, SXSW Accelerator®, the SXSW Gaming Expo, the SXSW Trade 
Show, the SX Health & MedTech Expo, SX Create, The Job Market, cross-industry conversations 
with attendees from SXSW Film and SXSW Music, and, most of all, the unforgettable inspirational 
experiences that only SXSW can deliver. 
 

SXSW Interactive 2016 is sponsored by Esurance, Mazda, Monster Energy, Capital One, Bud 
Light, Deloitte Digital, McDonald’s, Ten-X and The Austin Chronicle. 
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